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Lesson.
Simple Country Bends.

The trick to get a realistic country guitar sound is to think mostly
DIATONIC. You more or less forget about the Blues, this type
of music is all set within the proper music scale.

Here are a couple of runs to give you the idea.
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First play a chord of G to get the sound in your mind then nip
up to the VII fret to get ready.

+ Bend the 11th fret 2nd string up one semitone (one note) with
you third finger, and play the 10th fret, 1st string with you first
finger.

+ With you third finger, Pre-bend (PB) the 10th fret, 2nd string
to give you the note atthe 12th and let it down to the the
original note at the 10th fret.

+ Play the 7th fret, 2nd string then the 9th fret, 3rd string,

+ Finish by bending the 10th fret, 2nd string up to the note at the
12th fret with your third finger, while all the time holding on to
the 10th fret 1st string with your little finger.

This probably a bit confusing but once you get used to the
sound it will soon make sense. What you should be doing with
Country music is bending in tune, within the Diartonic scale.
For more on this subject read 'The Guitar My Way' available
here on my site.

Now try this;
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This little run is the type of scale thrown in at the end of a song,
but remember that in this instance the song has to be in the key
of G.

Here is the fingering;

+ Play the 9th fret, 5th string (F#), with your third finger then
pull of push it a semitone to give you the next note in the
scale (G).

+ Play the 4th string, 7th fret, (A).

+ Play the 9th fret, 4th string (B) then bend up for the next note
in the scale (C).

+ Play the 7th fret, 3rd string (D) with your first finger then slide
up two frets to the 9th fret (E)

+ Play the 11th fret, third string (F#) with you third finger.

+ Bend that note up a semitone to give you the G.

+ Now play the 10th fret, 2nd string (A).

+ Play the 12th fret, 2nd string (B) with your third finger then
bend it up a semitone with you to give you the note of C.

+ And finish by playing the 10th fret 1st string, the note of D.

Hopefully you can see that style gives the effect of a peal steel
guitar. It's even more effective if you let the notes overlap a
little.

Practice, youll soon get the hang of it, and remember that you
just have to move things around to play in different keys.

Keep playing and see you soon, John.



